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Quarry Subject of
Lawsuit

A lawsuit has been filed against the Kellstone Quarry
seeking a permanent injunction against the removal of stone from
land they do not own. Additionally, there is an effort to enforce the
buffer zone specified in the Village zoning ordinance which
prohibits quarrying within one-hundred (100) feet of a residential
district.

The lawsuit was filed by Ted Terry owner of property
which abuts the quarry along Beach Road.

A temporary restraining order was issued by Judge Maschari to

Island Business
Taxes Raised

The island taxing authority acted on Thursday July 18,
1991 to raise the excise tax levied on island business and water
transportation companies fromits current level of one percent to one
and one half percent.

The taxing authority is composed of three village council
members. The current members are Bob Gruly Chuck Herndon,
and Jake Martin. The vote was two to one for, with Martin casting
the dissenting vote.

The tax raise, which needs no other village action, will go

prevent trespass onto land owned
by Terry and Judy Weintraub. A
hearing on a permanent
restraining order was to be held
_ yesterday, July 25thin Sandusky.

At issue in the overall
situation is the ownership of
stone, the definition of quarrying
and the boundaries of the quarry
*“buffer'' zone specified in
Ordinance 303.

The question of
ownership of the stone arises
from the storing of pieces of
stone on land, not presently
owned by Kellstone, in the
previous operation of the quarry.
At that time, the mid *70's and
before, the principal product of
the quarry was large blocks of
stone used either in construction
or for seawalls. Smaller
fragments incidental to the
removal of thelarger blocks were
stockpiled for potential later use.

The current output of
the quarry is crushed stone used
for road stone. Thus the
stockpiled remnants of the older
operation are well suited for
~ recovery and crushing. Several
adjacent property owners arenow
claiming that the by-products of

are their, or a third party's,
See "Lawsuit..." page 2

Some Items of
Importance and Interest

The talk of imposition of additional special taxes, such as
an additional vehicle tax or a head tax, never really gained any
support at the last council meeting. The uncertainties concerning
the legalities of such taxes, as well as the general opposition and
uncertainty about means of collection, prevented any support from
developing. Thus it seems they are not an alternative to be
considered seriously.

The support for raising the special island tax grew with the
realization that it presented the only easily implemented means of
increasing revenue. The additional funds that the measure would
bring are in the range of $20,000 based on this years estimate of
income from the current one-percent tax.

However, complaints that the Village is not aggressively
pursuing past amounts due was capped by the reading of a statement
by John Neuman where he said that the Neuman Boat Line would
put their payment in escrow until the completion of an audit
(currently under way), and receipt of this year's budget (published
on page 10). Full text of his remarks are on page 12.

Other items of importance include the scheduling of a
public hearing on a proposed shoreline zoning ordinance to be held
August 22. A summary of the zoning ordinance is on page 11.

The final draft of the Port Master Plan will be available
soon and a public meeting scheduled at 1:00 Saturday, August 24th.
This meeting will be a full dress public discussion of the proposed
plan with representatives of The Poggemeyer Design Group,
authors of the study, and the Village Planning Commission. A
review of that document will be featured in the August 16th edition.

into effect September 1, 1991.
The island taxing authority was
created in 1983 as a means of
allowing the Lake Erie island to
offset the impact of tourists
through imposition of an addition
increment on the sales tax. The
maximum tax rate allowed by
the statute is one and one-half
percent. The tax can be imposed
or repealed by a majority of the
taxing authority (which in a
villageis three council members).
The tax must then be certified
within five days to the tax
commissioner and the Country
Treasurer, and goes into effect
with the first day of the month
that is more than 30 days from
the date the action was taken.

There was mixed
reaction to thenewsamongisland
businesses. Some felt rather
strongly that effort should be
expended in assessing and
collecting prior years taxes owed
by some businesses, instead of
adding the additional burden to
the complying establishments.

Others felt that the sales
tax increase was preferable to
the other revenue generating
items recently proposed at
Council meetings (see story on
Council meeting). One suchview

See "Taxes..." page 2






