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Martin Files Lawsuit
Over Duplex

Councilman Charles “Jake” Martin filed a lawsuit in
Common Pleas Court against various Village Officers and
Officials. The lawsuit, filed on September 2, names Jack Terry
as Village Zoning Inspector, Chuck Herndon as President of the
Planning Commission (although his capacity isnormally described
as Chairman) and as a Council member, Don Haas as Mayor, and
the remaining members of Council (Russ Matso, Carl Yoscovits,
Ed Curilla, and Lee Shadle).

At the heart of the issue is the duplex located on
Woodford Rd. that Martin erected asagent for Kuchar Enterprises.
Zoning Inspector Terry has steadfastly refused to issue a building
permit for the structure because it does not meet the square
footage requirements of Zoning Ordinance 303.

The square footage issue was surprisingly notmentioned
—ras an issue in the lawsuit. The lawsuit appears to set the stage for
arguments that Martin relied in good faith on the advice of
Herndon and actions taken by the Council to order, ship and erect
the structure. Herndon has admitted that a mistaken reading of
sections of 303 led him to comment to Martin that the 1520 sq.
ft duplex was within the limits of the requirements of Ordinance
303. Zoning Inspector Terry asserts that he visited Martin that
same day and informed him Herndon was mistaken.

The issue was discussed at both the June and July
meetings of the Planning Commission. A special Council meeting
was called for late June to deal with the matter by lowering the
square footage limits to accommodate the building. Changing the
floor space requirement was an alteration of the Zoning Code,
which requires a public hearing and a 30 day notice period. Since
they could not modify the rules to accommodate the situation,
Council, decided to change more rules that had to do with the
Zoning Ordinance - they agreed among themselves that the
building could be brought over but not occupied. They were
without authority to issue such permission, but the building
arrived that afternoon.

Public opposition to the proposed reduction in square
footage toaccommodate the duplex changed the sense of Council
from one of agreement to one of opposition. An alteration was
made to the duplex floor space requirements section of Ordinance
303, but instead of altering the space requirement it clarified and
strengthened the language of the section. The modification
passed, although there is dispute over the effective date of the
change.

The complete text of the lawsuit, minus the exhibits,

follows: continued on Page 3

Meeting Dominated By
Personnel Issues

The September regular Council meeting was punctuated
throughout with items of personality. Several appointments by
Mayor Haas were accepted, while several others were tabled and
potentially stopped.

Several attacks were aimed at Councilman Martin.
Park Board

The least controversial appointmentsof the evening were
to the Park Board. The Mayor proposed that four members
consisting of two husband/wife combinations be appointed to the
Park Board, which has been comatose for the past year or so. Paul
and Vicki Finnegan and Leslie and Bruce Korenko were given the
appointments. The Finnegans and Korenkos have planted and
maintained the flowers in the downtown park for the last several
years.

Airport Manager

An appointment to the position of Airport Manager is
normally aquietprocess with very little passioninvolved. However,
this summer the position has become a hot political issue between
the Mayor, the Airport Committee and the rest of Council. Ken
Neufer was removed from the position of Airport Manager in late
May. In June, the Council voted by a 4-2 majority to recommend
to the Mayor that Neufer be re-appointed. The Mayor refused to
accept the suggestion and said he was going to appoint Ken Haig
to the position. Then he decided to combine the airport manager’s
job with that of the Street Commissioner. To avoid a potentially
awkward situation where Street Commissioner/Airport Manager
John would have to collect funds to turn over to Village Clerk/
Treasurer Jean Kuyoth, the Mayor is having the Police collect the
fees.

His attempt to codify that arrangement could not muster
the required two-thirds majority to pass as an emergency, so he
appointed Kuyoth as “temporary” manager.

Water Superintendent

Village Solicitor Strickler asked the Council to approve
the employmentcontract with Bruce Korenko pending discussions
with the BPA. Council members complained that did not have nor
had they seen a copy of the contract. That matter was tabled
Planning Commission

This is the 20th anniversary of Watergate, so it seems
fitting that Mayor Haas’s attempt to appoint a new member to the
Planning Commission should also remind some of that dramatic
day when Richard Nixon announced Spiro Agnew as his running
mate in the 1968 election. Spiro Who? said the headlines.

‘When the Mayor announced he was appointing Ralph P.
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